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Abstract
Orientalists: Distortion or Exaggeration Concerning Ja far ibn
Ab1 Talib
Rouhollah Samadi'
Abstract

Scholarly inquiry into the figure of Ja'far ibn Ab1 Talib represents a relatively rare
topic among the works of Orientalists, as this historical personality has seldom been
the independent focus of their research. Nevertheless, the scattered remarks related
to him -though brief- reflect diverse and thought-provoking perspectives. This
descriptive-analytical study, based on library research, seeks to answer the ques-
tions of what the existing Orientalist views on this subject are, who their proponents
have been, and what factors have influenced the formation of these viewpoints. The
necessity of this investigation arises from the question of why and how this distin-
guished early Islamic figure, despite his significant contributions to Islam, has been
-intentionally or otherwise- neglected or misrepresented by Western scholars of
Islam, leading to a distorted understanding of him in Western academic and public
spheres. The findings indicate that inadequate and sometimes erroneous compre-
hension of historical and hadith sources, the adoption of a purely academic approach
devoid of intra-religious theological considerations, and reliance on questionable
historical reports have substantially contributed to the emergence of this flawed

scholarly environment surrounding the subject in Western Islamic studies.
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