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Abstract

A Critical Examination of Nevo and Koren’s View on the Religion

of the Arab Conquerors, with Emphasis on Syriac Sources

Seyyed Muhammad Sultani'
Abstract

One of the central theses of revisionist Orientalists is that [slam gradually evolved
from an early monotheistic movement into its classical form during the Umayyad
period. Yehuda Nevo and Judith Koren, in their book Crossroads to Islam: The Or-
igins of the Arab Religion and the Arab State, developed their own interpretation of
this theory based on archaeological evidence and early Syriac sources. A key ele-
ment of their argument is the idea of a progressive transformation in the religion of

the Arab conquerors-from paganism to monotheism, and ultimately to Islam.

This paper employs a historical-critical method, with particular emphasis on early
Syriac texts, to evaluate the validity of Nevo and Koren’s hypothesis. The findings
reveal that their theory concerning the emergence of Islam is not grounded in a rig-
orous philological or methodological use of Syriac sources related to the formative

period of Islam.

Misinterpretations of the Syriac term hanp€ (hanpa), disregard for its metaphorical
usage, reliance on the “argument from silence” without considering the intentions
and theological concerns of the Syriac authors, neglect of the polemical nature of
certain texts, and omission of pre-‘Abd al-Malik Syriac materials that explicitly
reference Islamic beliefs-all constitute major methodological flaws in Nevo and

Koren’s interpretation.

KeyWords: Arabs, Islam, Syriac texts, Umayyads, hanp€, Yehuda Nevo, Judith

Koren
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