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A Critical Study of Betty Kelen’s Views on the Prophet
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A Case Study on the Phenomenon of Revelation and the Prophet’s Encounter
with the People of the Book
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Abstract

The life of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) has consistently attracted the atten-
tion of Western scholars of Islam. In the contemporary era, Western research on
the Prophet Muhammad spans a wide spectrum—_from academic studies to works
aimed at the public. One of the Orientalists who has presented her views with a par-
ticular focus on the Western lay audience is Betty Kelen (2006). Her book, Mu-
hammad: The Messenger of God, written within the field of Eastern religions and

history, is noteworthy in its approach and scope.

This article aims to introduce, analyze, and critically assess Betty Kelen's perspec—
tives on the biography (sirah) of the Prophet (PBUH), with special emphasis on the
phenomenon of revelation and his interactions with the People of the Book. The

study employs a descriptive—analytical method based on library research.

The findings indicate that Kelen's portrayal of the Prophet’s Meccan and Medinan peri-
ods, compared with twentieth-century Orientalist writings, seeks to present a clear and
accessible narrative of the Prophet’s life, free from theological intricacies and sectarian
biases. However, her selective use of sources and her interpretation of key socio-reli-

gious transformations during the Prophetic era are open to serious scholarly critique.
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