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Abstract

The general understanding of Muslims regarding the story of Joseph (AS), like other
prophethood narratives, is influenced by the misinterpretation from the Old Testament
and Isra’iliyat. This issue has also affected Orientalist research. In this study, the text
of Joseph'’s article in the Leiden Encyclopedia of the Qur’an (2003) is first translated
into Persian, and then, using a descriptive-analytic method, its themes are examined
and critiqued based on their comparison with the verses of the Quran and authentic
hadith. Shalom Goldman, the author of the article “Joseph,” while having moved be-
yond many themes of Surah Yusuf, notes an important point: “the entire Surah Yusuf
expresses the presence of God’s Hand [divine sovereignty and lordship] in all scenes
of life.” Among the important findings of this study, which also constitutes a critique
of the article’s erroneous themes, is that Joseph, in his childhood, only dreams once,
and he tells his dream only to his father; his exile to Egypt was caused by the scheming
of his brothers, who regarded his upbringing as improper. Goldman, like some Islamic
exegetes, has assumed that Joseph al-Seddiq had become a prophet at least since the
moment he was placed in the well of Canaan; whereas Joseph was not a prophet while
Jacob (AS) was alive; consequently, the entire story of Joseph in Surah Yusuf express-

es Joseph’s life before his prophethood.
KeyWords: exegesis of Surah Yusuf, stories of the Quran, Isra’iliyat, cri-

tique of the Old Testament, Orientalists.
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