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1. Women’s subaltern status is reflected in verses that position them among orphans (q.v), children (q.v) and

men who are too weak to fight.
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1. Gender relations are most succinctly expressed in a phrase that has been widely quoted throughout the
centuries to support the superiority of men over women: “Men are the sustainers of women as God has
preferred some of them over others and because they sustain them from their wealth...” (Q 4:34). Some
classical exegetes interpreted this verse in the narrow sense as a reflection of men’s duty to provide material
support for women (see WORK; MAINTENANCE AND UPKEEP). Others expanded the phrase to refer to
men’s superiority in a number of religious, political and intellectual fields (see SCHOLAR; TRADITIONAL
DISCIPLINES OF QURANIC STUDY).
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2. Women's status compared to that of men is expressed in a variety of contexts. Women have rights but the

rights of men are a degree above them (Q 2:228).
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1. The relationship between husbands and wives is described in general terms as mutual and equal: they
are raiment for each other, helpmates and pairs for themselves (Q 2:187; 30:21; 42:11; see PAIRS AND
PAIRING). Elsewhere, however, wives are described as created for their mates (Q 26:166). The balance
of rights and duties of a husband and wife are discussed in greater detail in the legal proscriptions regarding

marriage and divorce (elaborated below).
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Abstract
Criticism of Ruded’s Claim that Men Are Superior to Women in
the Holy Quran
Soheila Jalali', Sajedeh Nabaei*
Abstract

Ms. Rath Ruded, author of the entry “Women and the Qur’an” in the Leiden Ency-
clopedia of the Qur’an, has provided a report on the status and rights of women based
on Qur’anic teachings. According to some statements, women are placed in a position
subordinate to men, and their character is deemed inferior to that of men. In fact, she
claims that, according to the Qur’an, men are superior to women. Ruded derives this
understanding from the mention of women among orphans, children, and men inca-
pable of war (Al-Nisa, 2-3), the “guardianship” of men (Al-Nisa, 34), the “rank” of
men (Al-Bagarah, 228), and the creation of women for men (Al-Shu’ara, 166).

In this research, the author’s claim was initially cited referencing the aforementioned
article, followed by an examination of the interpretations of the verses she cited, pro-
viding the viewpoints of commentators and linguists on those verses to assess the va-
lidity or falsity ofher claim. By referring to the opinions of commentators and linguists,
it was found that the guardianship of men and their “rank” over women never implies
superiority and domination over women. Of course, women sometimes have distinct
rights and duties from men, arising from their physical and psychological differences,
but this does not equate to one gender being superior to another. Furthermore, consid-
ering the historical context and the circumstances of the verses mentioned, the place-
ment of women among orphans and their creation for men has reasonable and logical

justifications that are never consistent with Ruded’s claims.

Keywords: Men’s superiority and dominance over women, physical and psycho-
logical differences, status and rights of women, Leiden Encyclopedia of the Qur’an,
Rath Ruded.
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