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Abstract

A critical review of Abel's method in the Dajjal entry in the Leiden
Encyclopedia of Islam, Based on the theolo gical beliefs of Imamiyah

Marzich Sadeghi Rashti', Ahmad Beheshtimehr?, Fatemeh Raoofy Tabar’
Abstract

The current research aiming to examine the reports in the Dajjal entry as one of the entries
in the Leiden Encyclopedia of Islam written by Abel. Armand, has been compiled in re-
sponse to the question that to what extent are the accepted beliefs of the Imamiyyah, which
are discussed mainly in theological sources, reflected in this entry, and to what extent can the
validity of the reports in this article be verified? This problem has been investigated with a
descriptive-analytical and critical approach and by using library resources in three areas of
citation methods, logical-scientific method and structural method. In describing the entry of
Dajjal, the author started from the literal meaning and compared it in Jewish and Christian
literature with Sunni sources. In the investigations carried out in this article, the author did not
try to use different sources, and most of the topics were taken from the two old hadith sources
of Ahl al-Sunnah. The omission of some necessary and basic prerequisites in the expression
of some content, errors in perception, direct reference to raw hadith sources in the transmis-
sion of theological beliefs and the inability to distinguish between correct and incorrect had-
ith, the predominance of presuppositions and Personal impressions instead of expressing the
opinions of Muslims, have caused serious criticism in the field of citation, Scientific, logical,

epistemological and structural method to this part of the entry.

Keywords: Dajjal entry in the Leiden Encyclopedia of Islam, Orientalists and Mah-
dism, Criticism of Arman Abel’s citation method, Criticism of scientific and logical

method, Criticism of epistemological method, Criticism of structuring method.
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